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WANTED!!!  

Title for newsletter ð suggestions so far are òThe Rocket Ragó, òNorth Staffs Oily Ragó, 

òCodgers Comicó, òPotters Beesas & Coó and òGet Knottedó.  Can I propose that th ese, and any 

other suggestions, are put to the vote  at   the meeting on Thursday 17
th

 August ? 

 

Betley Show   

Words and pictures by Steve Share 
 
On Saturday 4th August I went to Betley Show, this year taking the A65.  Leaving home at 9:30 with my 
lunch and tools etc in my throw-over panniers and arrived at the show just before 10.00am. The bike stalled 
on the way in and yet again the throttle slide stuck at the top of the carburettor.  I turned to find a spanner 
only to see NO panniers. I phoned home, told my wife what had happened and asked if she could come in 
the car whilst trying to find them. She triedébut no sign! She then tried a different routeé Still no sign!  I 
had managed to get the slide to drop so I rode home.  Anne appeared after a few minutes; someone had 

found the bags and by devious means had 
also found my phone number so that Anne 
had been able to pick them up. A friend was 
travelling to the show later so Anne had 
persuaded him to take my lunch. 
 
There were a number of bikes there apart 
from my A65,  including a girder forked ZB31, 
a Velocette Venom, a Sunbeam S8, a 
Triumph Speed Twin, a beautiful AJS,  a 
Triumph Tiger 750, 2 Norton Commandos, an 
LE Velocette, a Norton ES2 and a flat tank, 
mid 1920s AJS. Later on in the afternoon a 
Cheshire Branch C15 also appeared. 
 
There were a number of classic cars including 
a pair of Americans apparently from the 
thirties, an Austin 7, an MGB and a MkII Lotus 

Cortina. Also on site were a number of Stationary Engines. 
In the arena there were displays of Falconry, also sheepdogs herding ducks! There were dog shows, horse 

riding competitions, a clay pigeon shoot 
and the usual vegetable and cake 
competitions. 
 
At the end of the day we dispersed 
having received as a memento a 
beautiful horse brass. I shall hopefully 
be there again next year.  The pair from 
Cheshire branch intend to be there (they 
hope with other branch members) and 
my friend with the LE is hoping to be 
there with his new bike (Vincent 
Comet!!!) Can we get some more of our 
branch there? 

 

 
Steve  



BSA Prototypes 
 
Rotary engine 

Jeff Berrow has given me this 

picture, which his son spotted 

on a wall and asked for a copy 

of.  The limited information we 

have about this bike is provided 

by Jim Watterson who emailed 

the following details to Paul 

Berrow:  

 

òPaul, I only have that one 

picture.  I worked at BSA Group 

Research Centre, Mackadown 

Lane, Kitts Green between 

1967-1971 as a apprentice, 

before moving to Armoury Road.  

If you look closely, the badge 

had GRC on it because we were not allowed to put BSA on it.  The engine w as, forgive the 

spelling,  Fischla & Sachs  industrial engine total capacity 600cc, the frame was the Starfire 

and the gearbox was from a 500cc Triumph modified to fit and the gear ratio changed.  We 

worked with an engineer named Dave Garside who later went  to Norton.  Thatõs when Norton 

took over the project.  By that time I had been made redundant and moved on.  It was 

probably 20 years later that we had a reunion and I met Dave and he sent me the photo of 

which you have a copy.  I am sorry I canõt help further but being a research centre we were 

not allowed to take unofficial photosó 

 

A fascinating story that inspired me to attempt a bit of research on the internet, with very 

limited success.  I couldnõt find references to Fischla & Sachs although I did find that the 

company was once known as Fichtel & Sachs so perhaps this is the name Jim is referring to ð 

I had hoped to find a picture of a 

similar engine.  The only thing I did find 

was another photo  (see right ), entitled 

BSA-1969, which appears to be the  

same bike photographed from the other 

side.  There were no further details 

with the photograph but the date ties 

in with the information in Jimõs email.  

If anyone knows any more about this 

prototype, I would be ver y pleased to 

include further information  in a future 

newsletter.  

 

 


