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Billing Open Day and Rally, 10 June 2007
Report and photos by Steve Share

larrived at Tom Shuker 6s
Friday 8™ June so that we could travel to Billing in
convoy. | was feeling a little nervous because | was
camping for the whole weekend. Lynne Shuker, Jane
and Craig had set off earlier with the rest of the family
and the caravan.

Tom set off from Newcastle, via Stone and Rugeley to

Lichfield where we skirted the town to pick up the A38.

Shortly after that our paths diverged! | turned left
towards Swinfen to pick up the A5 whilst Tom went
straight on towards Cannock. | turned onto the A5 at
the next Island and then pulled into a layby to wait for
Tom who appeared 5 minutes later having joined the
A5 further back. We continued along the A5 past
Hinkley , went twice round one island (road works

confused Tom) and pulled in at Rugby Truck Stop for a
even taken

drink. We hadnot
Myles, with Jess on the back, and Jeff turned up.

After a welcome drink all four of us set off with me as
tail end Charlie. My helmet felt too loose so | stopped
to tighten it up, then set off again to find Tom waiting
for me and further on, Myles and Jeff waiting for both
of us. We crossed the M1 at junction 16 when |
became aware that Tom was a long way behind. He
then appeared in my mirror, apparently catching up.
Our route continued through a set of traffic lights and
then, at a light controlled island, we turned right. Tom
had disappeared! | waited for a few minutes to see if
hereiappeared and when he

the next island and go back to find him. Myles however

had beaten me to it and as he was travelling back he
indicated that | should wait with Jess and Jeff at the
island.

July 2007

h o u s\wh ejnu sMy | beesf orree u2x npe.dm.i tornwas

had completely failed and he was stuck. We agreed

that Jeff would go and stay with Tom while Myles, Jess

and | would continue to Billing and then Myles would
return to Tom with my battery. This he did taking Craig
with him. They soon got back and Tom was able to
buy a new battery from one of the stalls on site. Whilst

waiting with Tom the side

given up the ghost! They say things happen in threes
and we wondered what was next.

our coats off

On Saturday we were waiting for Phil to appear. He
said he was leaving home early and would therefore

be there midi morning. He appeared at dinnertime with
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blowing every spare fuse he had. The only way he
could travel was at a max speed of 50 mph with full

headlights on and a stop every so often (still with lights

left on) to run down the battery. Fortunately, the stall
with Tombs

During Saturday afternoon we went on a run of about
42 miles, which took us through some of the lovely
countryside in the area. Part way round | had to stop,
go back half a mile and pick up something | had
dropped. Fortunately the money was still in it!!!

We stopped at a pub for a swift half (or two) which
turned out to be not so swift since there was only one
barmaid for all forty of us. Myles had just got the
second round in when the organisers said we were
moving on. We finished our drinks first and part way
back Myles, who was leading, must have missed a
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