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Stafford Show 
Friday 27 April 2007 
On the eve of the International Classic Bike Show at Stafford Show Ground, members of the 
branch were busy setting up the club stand and arranging the impressive display of ñnew 
membersô bikesò.  It was also an opportunity to get a sneaky preview of some of the showôs 
attractions.  Away from the showground, tents and the all-important Gazebo were being erected 
at the campsite in the overflow car park at Worston Mill. 
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Saturday 28 April 2007 
It wasnôt long before the club stand was surrounded by visitors admiring the bikes and asking 
questions about them.  Hopefully their questions were answered to their satisfaction, including 
the gentleman who, armed with various books and diagrams, was asking for information about 
C11 centre-stands.  Those of you who not only ran away at this point but also pointed said 
gentleman in my direction, claiming that I would be able to help him, should be ashamed of 

yourselves (you know who you are!) J. 
 



I recently read an article in another (non-BSA) ownersô club magazine where the writer had 
been working on their stand at the October Stafford Show.  He seemed quite put out that 
visitors, many of whom were not members, had the temerity to ask for advice about problems 
with their machines.  Happily, this attitude is not apparent on the BSAOC stand.  Judging from 
the crowds around the stand, it was one of the most approachable and friendly club stands at 
the show and this was reflected in the number of new members joining up. 

 
Sunday 29 April 2007 
Having not been brave or hardy enough to spend the night at the campsite, Jon and I were up 
bright and early to ensure we were at the showground before the gates were open to the public.  
Well, we were up early anyway.  After Tim Britton took my photograph with my Bantam, I caught 
sight of my tired looking reflection in a mirror thus confirming my suspicion that being early is not 
necessarily bright! 
 
Some of the happy campers, particularly one pair who had been looking forward to ña night 
under the starsò looked decidedly the worse for wear. Still, the sun was shining and there was 
plenty to see. 
 
One of my favourite attractions at the show was the Trials demonstrations and the 
predominately BSA B40-mounted riders were more than happy to chat and answer questions 
about their bikes. 
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Back at the BSA stand, there was much evidence of successful bargain hunting, as is usually 
the case at the Stafford Show if you are careful to sift through all the overpriced junk.  Derekôs 
RGS replica had deservedly won an award for Highly Commended although I suspect the 
rosette had actually fallen off my Bantam. J 
 
Time to pack up and I was impressed by how quickly and efficiently the halls and showground 
were cleared and we were soon heading for the campsite to dismantle the Gazebo, which had 
provided a comfortable nightôs sleep for Derek and Colin, take down some tents and enjoy the 
sound of Tom and Phil riding home on the Bantam and Starfire. 
 

Red Marley Hill Climb 
Monday 9 April 2007 

 
I had been looking forward to this years Red Marley Hill Climb ever since my first trip there last 
year.  The ride there is thoroughly enjoyable and the racing up the hill is entertaining enough to 
hold your attention throughout the day.  From the rigid-framed girder-forked bikes slowly but 
steadily making their way up the hill to the much faster more competitive entries battling to beat 
the 19.6 second record, it is a spectacular event.  Even the scenery is stunning.  This year there 
was even a Lambretta taking part.  He didnôt quite make it, in spite of his determined attempts to 
ñpaddleò up the last stretch, encouraged by a roar of applause from the crowd.  Letôs hope he is 
back with more success next year.  Those of you who walked up the hill will have some idea of 
how difficult it would be to push a bike up it! 
 
Although Jeff kindly provided a photo of the Lambretta on its way up the hill, my scanning 
facilities arenôt in place yet ï sorry, will try to do better in future.... 

 
There are several trade stands and a few static bike displays to browse between races 


