
 

December  
2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The monthly newsletter of the North Staffordshire branch of the BSA Owners Club  
 

 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY CHRISTMAS!! 



BSA International Rally 2008 

 
I wonôt repeat the details given in the Star but here follows some additional ferry information I have been given: 
 
2008 Isle of Man Ferry Booking Discounts 

 
 
The ferry only rates that we are able to offer members attending the BSA Rally are as follows: 
 
Motorcycle and rider £99 return 
 
Additional passengers or foot passengers £44 return 
 
2 people with car/van (up to 5.5 metres in length) £229 return 
 
Additional metre/trailer rate £30 per metre return 
 
These fares are subject to availability and will only apply for travel to the island on Thursday 14 August and Friday 15 
August. 
 
Return sailings must be completed on Saturday 23 August and Sunday 24 August. 
 
For members who are staying over for the Manx Grand Prix week, the above rates may be available but they will be 
strictly subject to availability and the prevailing Steam Packet Standard fares may apply. 
 
It would be prudent to point out that anyone returning on peak days of travel towards the end of MGP will have to pay 
the standard fares. 
 
Bookings should be made through Steam Packet Holidays on 08457 585833 from within the UK. 
 
Or +44 1624 645777 if outside of the UK. 
 
Please ensure that you only use these numbers for booking and remember to quote BSA Offer if you wish to obtain 
these rates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Despatch Riders  
 
Some photos of despatch riders from 
Derek (I havenôt yet worked out which one 
is him).  Application form contributed by 
George. 
 

 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DESPATCH RIDERS 
 
        
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BSA Milestones 
 

1931 New range of wet-sump lubricated, upright cylinder models announced.  Bert Perrigo won a gold 
medal at the International Six Days Trial based at Merano, Italy. 
 

1932 Bert Perrigo wins victory trial on Blue Star.  Team award won by BSA team.  Marjorie Cottle riding 
her 250cc BSA wins, among other trophies, the best lady rider performance in the Scottish Six Days 
trial ï she will repeat this success in 1933,1934 & 1935.  Harold Flook wins the British Experts 
sidecar title and, incredibly, wins the same title every year from 1933 to 1936. 
 

1933 Ambitious 500cc Fluid Flywheel motorcycle announced but fails to reach production stage. 
 

1935 To commemorate King George Vôs Silver Jubilee, Empire Star models announced. 
 

1936 Valentine Page joins design department and presents complete new range of M and B group singles, 
later joined by 250cc C group models. 
 

1937 On June 30
th
, at a mid-week meeting at 

Brooklands race track, one-time TT winner 
Walter handley wins an outer-circuit race at 
102.7 mph with a fastest lap at 107.57 
mph.  He was riding a 500cc ohv single-
port Empire Star running on alcohol fuel, a 
model re-designed by Val Page before he 
moved back to Triumph at Coventry. 
 
The picture shows Bert Perrigo with the 
1937 B25 Empire Star with which he won 
both the Colmore Cup and Victory Cup 
trials during this year. 
 

1938 Second Maudes Cup Trophy victory with endurance test using M21 Combination and M23 Empire 
Star. 
 

1939 James Leek leads BSA in massive war effort by producing vast arsenal of weapons for Allies, plus 
126,000 M20 motorcycles.  In the same year, BSA were still enjoying competition success with 
Harold Tozer winning best sidecar in the Colmore and Freddie Perks winning the sidecar premier in 
the Victory.  Also in the Victory, Jack Amott collected the best 250 Cup and together with Bert 
Perrigo and Fred Rist helped to win the manufacturers team award, while A C Doyle was the best 
Army rider who, with J L Wood and Fred Rist won the best Army team award.  Rist, Doyle and Wood 
won the team award in the Cotswold Cups Trial while Doyle also won the 350 cup.  The same trio 
won the best army team award at the Scottish Six Days. 
 

1940 Fifty-three BSA employees killed in the Blitz.  Programme of dispersal factories commenced. 
 

1944 Ariel Motors of Selly Oak acquired. 
 

1945 Production of civilian models resumed.  Popular model B31 produced, equipped with telescopic 
forks. 



 

1946 First 500cc OHV parallel twin model A7 announced.  Redditch dispersal factory produces twin-
cylinder Sunbeam S7. 

 
1946 advert sums up BSAs competition success in 1946. 
 

1947 Return to Isle of Man TT as ZB Gold Stars enter Clubman races. 
 

1948 First of half a million Bantam two-stroke models leaves Redditch factory. 
 

1949 Herbert Hopwood joins BSA and designs 650cc A10 Golden Flash.  Harold Clark wins 350cc 
Clubmans TT. 
 

1950 Harold Tozer wins first ever ACU Sidecar Trials Star. 
 

1951 Triumph Engineering Company acquired from Jack Sangster for £2.5 million.  Sangster joins board 
of directors. 
 

1952 Third Maudes Cup Trophy win as Brian Martin, Norman Vanhouse and Fred Rist take three stock A7 
Star Twins on 4,500 mile test, winning ISDT team trophy. 
 

1953 BSA Motorcycles Ltd and BSA Cycles Ltd formed as separate divisions. 
 

1954 Daytona Beach 200 mile race won by A7 Star Twins. 
 

1956 Bernard Codd wins Junior & Senior Clubmans TT riding Gold Stars.  Sir Bernard Docker ousted by 
Jack Sangster in AGM chairmanship battle.  Edward Turner succeeds James Leek as Automotive 
Chief Executive. 
 

1957 BSA Cycles sold to Raleigh; BSA & Daimler Cars sold to Daimler Motors.  £2.1m profit announced. 
 



KICK START TECHNIQUE 
 
George has sent me the following interesting article on the ñartò of kick starting, from The Motor Cycle, April 30

th
 1942. 

 

The òFinal Flickó 

 

We all have to thank òTorrensó for many catchy phrases, having all the helpful effects of 

Pelmanism; and of these, his òfinal flickó as a remedy for nonstartitis is by no means the 

least.  The novice applies a musclebound jab at the top of the stroke, and by the time the 

crank is halfway down, his leg is as  flabby as a bit of wet blotting paper, and just when the 

engine is ready for that sharp, decisive jerk, all motion dies out.  In reality, kick -starting 

closely resembles the golf swing.  Wat ch a novice on the tee.  If he doesnõt wave the club 

feebly, he a dministers a terrific dig at the ball from his right shoulder, and the club stops 

dead a foo t  past the ball.  Watch Henry Cotton, and note how his right hand comes in like a 

Dempsey uppercut as the club nears the ball, after which the club flies up and rou nd over his 

left shoulder.  It is the motion towards the end of the kick which bestows first -time 

starting ð that òfinal flickó! 

 

Starting on the Stand  

 

Novices should underline òTorrensõ ò caution that he only recommends kick-starting with the 

machine on the stand for the purpose of mastering routine.  It is, as he says, very rare for 

the stand to wilt under the stress of kick -starting if the method he describes is adopted.  

But there is a far more serious objection to the use of the stand.  A supple, yout hful knee -

joint can fold itself up like a pocket knife and promptly unfold with speed and power.  But an 

ageing knee-joint is apt to stiffen.  Now if a shortish lad takes his stance for a kick with the 

machine off the stand, his knee -joint will usually be very near the òclosedó position of a 

pocket knife; and if he attempts to start on the stand the knee -joint will be raised by an 

extra two or three inches and proportionately cramped and powerless.  If, in addition, he 

ignores a further tip and starts his t hrust, swing or kick with the crank -spindle at 12 oõclock, 

instead of at the recommended 10 oõclock, the leg will start operations from the most 

unfavourable position imaginable.  The stumpier one is, the more important it is to start with 

wheels on the gr ound and with the crank at 10 oõclock. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WET WEATHER GEAR 
 

Another extract from The Motor Cycle, April 30
th
 1942: 

 

Quick Change  

 

In our March 19 th  issue a St. Asaph rider describes a 

riding kit of good appearance and pluperfect comfort.   

It consisted of waders, a Sidcot suit and a soft leather 

helmet (not òcrashó).  Could anything be more 

comfortable or more neat?  Yet, with all respect, it has 

two very serious disadvantages.  The first is that it is 

hopelessly uncomfortable durin g a dismounted period 

of more than a minute or twoõs duration.  The second is 

that both waders and a Sidcot are not easily taken off.  

In other words, it is only suitable for a long, continuous 

run.  That is why so many of us remain loyal to the 

flappy, filthy tr ench coat.  Admittedly, it is only a 

makeshift, but under normal conditions it is fairly 

efficient while we are in motion, and can be shed in ten 

seconds when we dismount. 

 
George (who sent me both the advert and the Quick Change article) comments on the Sidcot Suit and the advert 
above as follows: 
 

I n case you don't know,a Sidcot Suit is a one piece canvas flying suit as worn by pre war and wartime aviators. 

they were OK in fine weather but in the rain the water leaked through all of the seams and they wen t as stiff 

as a board. If it got wet and then you rode in cold frosty weather it froze  solid -  including the many zips -  and it 

took three men to get you out of it.  Guess what, I had one.   Definitely not for serious winter use.)  
  
Above is an advert for the  Stormgard which was a firm favourite for winter riding along with rubberised canvas 

leggings and rubber or DR boots in the 40s & 50s.  
 
Doesnôt it make you realise how lucky we are that modern motorcycle gear is so much more sophisticated and stylish?  
Even image-conscious Mr Elliot (ñbut this outfit looks best with this bike....ò) has recently been seen wearing sensible, 
warm (and possibly even waterproof?) clothing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


