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Billyõs Prom ð 30 th  June 2008  

 
Billy showed excellent good taste when he decided that in order to arrive at his school prom in style, he 
would need to be accompanied by a selection of fine BSA motorcycles.  Andy and Max provided his 
transport and they were escorted by Neil, George, and Jeff.   I understand that Billyôs impressive arrival was 
very well received and rightfully so! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trophy Hunter!!  

 

 
Roger at Wickstead Park ï Roger was the 3

rd
 North Staffs member to receive this award for concours bike ridden to 

two or more BSA events. 

 

New Venue  
 
I think we are all sorry that the Railway Inn has had to close down; it has been a very pleasant place to enjoy our 
meetings.  We do have a new venue, though, and future meetings will be at The George and Dragon, Meaford, Nr 
Stone, Staffordshire, ST15 0PX. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You can check out their website www.georgedragon.co.uk 



Uttoxeter Show  

 

 
 
Colin Podmore: 
On arrival at Uttoxeter race course on the Friday evening for setting up our stand, I was amazed at 
the amount of activity going on, with several very large Marquees one of which was said to be the 
largest in the UK? Caravans, motor homes and tents of all sizes - it was clear that some folk had 
been there for some time. 
 
By 9.00p.m. every thing was in place - gazebo up, bikes in order, chips, tea, coffee all consumed! 
It was time to leave; the security men fastened up the Marquee; lots of people outside were still 
very busy.  Polly of Bri Tie, setting up close by, was one of them; a few words with him, quick look 
around some of the Auto Jumble, and then off home. 
 
 I was not in attendance on the Saturday so a. n. other has to do the honours there. 
 
Hazel Clarke: 
On Saturday, Jon and I peered out the window and werenôt impressed by the weather so we 
wimped out and drove our ñnewò car/van to the show.  I had a list of bits to find for the Tribsa so it 
would also be easier to carry them home in the van (if I was lucky enough to get the bits I wanted, 
anyway).  Neither of us had been to the Uttoxeter Show before and were very impressed with it.  
On the first stall we passed, I spotted an alloy front mudguard that looked as if it would do for the 
Tribsa and it was only £5 ï thatôs one purchase off the list in the first 5 minutes!  A few stalls 
further down and I spotted more nice alloy bits but these ones were new and shiney ï a very pretty 
tank (beyond my budget) and very reasonably priced mudguards ï decided to bear them in mind 
for later.  Found a bar and bought some light refreshment then wandered off, drinks in hand, to 
find the BSAOC stand.  As usual, a very nice selection of bikes, including Mylesô C15 with some 
very interesting weight saving ideas (no piston!!).  It goes well, apparentlyéé. 
 
Off to explore the show a bit more, lots of very nice bikes of all sorts on display and wasnôt it nice 
to be able to spend time admiring them without being pushed and jostled by the crowds?  Found a 



bargain leather jacket, ready worn in, for only £2.50 then went back to buy the alloy rear mudguard 
Iôd spotted earlier.   
 
We went to find Myles, Jeff and Derek who had set up camp and were enjoying some refreshing 
drinks, then went to have a look at the Gold Star Owners stand.  Jon swore he could see B31 filed 
out on the engines but Myles shut him up as he feared we might all get shot or beaten up, I think!  
I had put Colinôs ticket into the Fortnum and Mason basket on Gracy so he could collect it in the 
morning ï thus saving poor Derek from having to remember to pass the ticket on for me.  And how 
did Derek repay me for this thoughtfulness?  By ringing me up at 5.55am on Sunday morning to 
ask where the ticket wasé..fortunately, I had left my óphone out of ear shot.  Our Mr Elliot is a very 
bad man!! 

 
 
 
Back to Colin, for Sundayôs write-upéé 
 
Colin Podmore: 
Sunday 8 a.m. opened the Marquee to get out of the rain, yes, rain!  Makes a change!  Ahem, 
flippin weather! 
 
It was fairly quiet so a good chance to look around some of the other displays.  About an hour and 
a half later I arrived back to be greeted by Arthur, Josh, Arthurs brother John, and Myles.  Myles, 
Derek, and Jeff camped at the show.  Myles looked a little bit groggy but at least he made it to this 
show.  When Derek and Jeff turned up after their brecky they too looked as though they had 
learned their lesson at the Railway - the whiskey must not have been as strongé..Anyway, they 
had a great night by all accounts with the Yamaha RD.rally guysónôgalls and their live girl band and 
their BBQ.  Perhaps one of them can fill us in at what went on? 
 



So the rest of the day was spent giving out membership forms, raffle tickets, and as much info as 
we could muster to all those who had queries about their BSAôs.   A great event in good company 
with loads of old friends around; a photo shoot with Nigel Clark of Mortonôs Media - something to 
look out for, maybe. 
                
 And oh yes, last but not least ,a couple of awards to round it all off.  One to Stan Thornycroft for 
best pre-1950s for his lovely C10, a gold trophy and rosette to take home - well done, Stan!  Also 
a highly commended rosette to little old Gracy, probably the only accolade she has ever had in all 
her 83 years - must have been the new Fortum and Mason Basket. 
 

 
A cheerful Lee poses with Stanôs prize-winning C10 and Highly Commended Gracy. 

 
 
So all thatôs left is to thank every one in the branch for all your efforts in helping with this new and 
exciting show, especially those who put themselves out  in getting Bikes to and from the Event.  
On behalf of everyone, many, many thanks! 
 

 Colin 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Battle of Britain Day  

 
A 7.30pm meeting in a lay-by on the A449 and six of us set off on four BSAs, a Velocette and me on Hazelôs W650.  
Into Wolverhampton with Myles in the lead and me as tail end Charlie, the noise was music to the ears.  On arrival at 
the RAF club, there was a good selection of bikes from the Wolves Classic Club and guests. 
 

 
Picture by Myles who was intrigued by so many sparkly, shiny bits......... 
 
Beer at Ã1.70 a pint made me wish I wasnôt riding and the sausage rolls and black pudding were excellent.  Neilôs 
attempts to return for more lemon meringue pie were thwarted because he wasnôt quick enough! 
 
Colin, Linda and Roger turned up in time for food and a restorative drink and after an hour or so Myles and I set off 
home through Wolves and up to the parting of the ways in Shifnal.  A laid back and pleasant evening out, thanks to 
the Wolves Classic Club for that. 
 

Jon 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mill Meece and Cosford Run  
 
Jon and I were on the NACC Route 66 run at the time this took place so werenôt able to participate in the BSA run.  
Jon was riding the New Hudson autocycle and I was driving our ñnewò van, as back up vehicle with Rhys as navigator 
and assistant (although he had his face buried in a Doctor Who book most of the time!).  Route 66 is a 66 mile run for 
mopeds and autocycles through sometimes challenging lanes with a couple of Fords thrown in for good measure.  
However, one of the three stops is at Mill Meece and so our paths crossed with the North Staffs BSAOC run.  
 
The organisers at Mill Meece had been expecting the NACC but not the BSAOC and one of the ladies in charge 
remarked that it was a lovely surprise to have the BSA Owners turn up as well. 
 

 
 
 
There were other bike clubs there besides the BSAOC and NACC so all in all it made quite an impressive display with 
a good variety of bikes to look at.  All too soon, the BSA riders were setting off for Cosford and I canôt report on what 
they got up to after that although Myles has sent me photos of the lovely WDB40 shown below, languishing in one of 
the hangars at Cosford.  We feel it really should be liberated............... 

 

 
 

Hazel 



VMCC Levis Cup Trial  
An appeal for volunteers  

 
ñThe Levis Cup Trial is the premier event organised by the North Birmingham Section of the VMCC.  It is the oldest 
road trial in the vintage calendar and is one of the most challenging.  It is also one of the few really competitive VMCC 
events and attracts entries from all corners of the UK and beyond. 
 
The organisers have always kept the event as near to the original format as possible, but some changes have been 
made over the years.  The Levis Cup is restricted to machines manufactured before 1946 and starts and finishes at 
The Lenchford Hotel at Shrawley, Worcestershire with a lunch stop at Ludlow.  The route is about 100 miles, run over 
quiet scenic roads in Worcestershire and Shropshire. 
 
This years event takes place on September 14

th
.ò 

 
Taken from the North Birmingham VMCC website ï you can read more and find pictures of previous events on 
http://www.vmcc-nbs.co.uk/levis_home.htm 
 
The Clerk of the Course for the event, Ian Harris, is looking for a team of 4-5 volunteers to marshall at the lunchtime 
stop in Ludlow.  This would involve being in Ludlow market square between about 11.30am ï 3.00pm, putting up a 
banner in the square in the morning then directing the riders on to the square and showing them where to park.  After 
the lunch break, they would need directing off the market square ready for the remainder of the event in the afternoon. 
 
Jon, Myles and I marshalled on a couple of the checkpoints last year and it was a great way to spend the day.  85 
riders can take part so there are lots of interesting bikes to have a look at.  If anyone is interested, please let me know 
and I can put you in touch with Ian. 
 

Hazel 

 

 

http://www.vmcc-nbs.co.uk/levis_home.htm


Events 
 

Saturday 2 August  ð Betley Show (between Newcastle -under-Lyme and Crewe).  If you wish 

to exhibit your bike, it will need to be booked in in advance.  Steve Share can find out the 

contact details should anyone be interested.  

 

September 13 th  & 14 th  -  Moseley Railway Trust Open Weekend  

Moseley Railway Trust are holding their first open weekend with the first opportunity to see 

the Trustõs  collection of narrow gauge locomotives and rolling stock for 10 years. 

The weekend will be held at their new site at Ap edale near Chesterton, Stoke ðonðTrent. (If 

you donõt know where it is, ask Steve Share ð 2 miles from him and 1 mile from Tom Shuker!). 

As part of this weekend it is hoped to have on display all types of road vehicles including 

motor bikes.  We could put o n a display of B.S.A.s .  

The site will be open from 11.00 a.m. until 5.00 p.m. on both days and there will be  

Sales stands , with food being available in the café run by Apedale Heritage Centre 

(immediately next door) .  The Heritage Centre museum will be  open and trips down the drift 

mine will be available at a small extra cost (well worth going down. S)  Details about Moseley 

Railway Trust are available on their website at www.mrt.org.uk . 

Those intending to display a re asked to complete an entry form , copies of which are available 

from me. One of my bikes will be there!  

 

Steve Share  

 

Sunday 14 September ð VMCC Levis Cup Trial (see previous page) 

 

Sunday 12 October  ð Vintage Vehicle Day, Severn Valley Railway  

 
 
 

 

EDITO RõS FOOTNOTE 
 

 

As usual, t o help me improve the website and newsletter, p lease send anything you think might be of 

interest , however brief,  to either hazel@hazelclarke.orangehome.co.uk or editor@bsaoc -

northstaffs.co.uk  or give them to either me or Jon at the meetings.    Please let me have details of 

any forthcoming Events, either by email or in writing.  Your accounts of any  events or rides you h ave 

been on would be most welcome too.   If you have any items For Sale or Wanted, I am happy to include 

them in the newsletter too ð the only reason they are not included is that no -one has sent me any!  

 

Hazel 

http://www.mrt.org.uk/
mailto:hazel@hazelclarke.orangehome.co.uk
mailto:editor@bsaoc-northstaffs.co.uk
mailto:editor@bsaoc-northstaffs.co.uk

