May & June 2008

The BSAOC stand at the Stafford Show in April



Stafford Show - 25,26,27 April 2008

(or the mis -adventures of Colin Podmore, in which Colin falls mysteriously ill...)

I not only managed to get the day off on the Friday of the Stafford Show but was also able to

borrow the works Van, most welcome following the unfortunate demise of the faithful Transit Van.

We loadedthe BSAGol den Wi ngs | adies bicycle (exact year unl
van and set off for the show. We arrived fairly early in the afternoon which meant there was no

stand to help put up so we were able to watch all the bikes being ridden or pushed into the hall o

there was very I|little that you wouldndt think o0HmMmm,
entertaining way to pass the afternoon. Eventually, the components of the stand arrived so everyone

got stuck in laying carpet tiles, a ssembling the gazebo and fitting the lights etc and at last

everything was in its place and we could stand back and admire the impressive display of BSA

mot orcycles (and bicyclel). There was still time t
trials C15 into the van to take it home for safe keeping. He bravely offered me a ride and |

cautiously pootled up the car park and back before handing it over to Jon who was more adventurous

and tried riding up and down the grass banks. | thinkitis f air to say we were both very taken with

it!

| o—

We popped in for a quick drink, burger and a chat at the Railway Inn before heading for home for a
restful evening and a good nights sleep, leaving the hardier BSAOC members to camp outside the pub.

Thenext day, we werend6t up quite as early as planned ar
to get in and didndét &er haeed bowuight!| £oé i mé@sniCiad. back
the Dirt Bike demo boys if they would try it out but disa ppointingly the trials de
happening this year. Colin sent us off to ride it around a bit and it seemed churlish to refuse dsowe



Stafford Show - 25,26,27 April 2008 continued

thoroughly enjoyed a quick blat around the parking field and fell even more in love with the bike,
before loading it back into the van to keep it safe. We then had various people to meet, some to give
us bike bits and others to deliver bike bits to dincluding a Morini frame that we had to carry from

the far e nd of the field to the showground and up the stairs to its new owner on the Morini stand.

This was very hot work and we were forced to have a refreshing restorative drink from the bar!

Just being at the show on Saturday was hard work at times, simply bec  ause it was so busy. The BSA
owners working hard on the stand obviously thought so because that evening many of them required
huge quantities of restorative drink at the Railway Inn. Judging by the (late!) appearance of Colin P

and the non-appearance of Myles the next day, the restorative drinks were not as restorative as one
might have hoped. | understand a good time was had by all on Saturday night although | was hoping

for more gossip for inclusion in this newsletter......

A fine collection of Bantams on the Bantam Club stand for their anniversary



