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Baruch Hayawi and his M20, Israel.  I understand this is not a factory colour scheme.  I like it though....... 
 
From The BSA W.D. M20 Website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
From Motorcycle, Scooter & Three-Wheeler Mechanics, October 
1968. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MALVERN CLASSIC BIKE SHOW, 4th November  
In which Mylesô B40 answers L/Cpl J Moonôs question...... 

 
A foggy start from the Food Stop Cafe in Quatford.  A fine turnout of BSAs ï Myles on his B40....and that was it!  Colin 
was on his checker-plate special BMW, Derek was Triumph-mounted, Tim from 
the REOC was on his Triumph and I had pinched Hazelôs W650 for the day while 
Derekôs mate was on a Honda.  (At least the W650 is BSA-inspired! HC). 
 
It stayed foggy and cold all the way and visibility was very poor ï thatôs my 
excuse for taking a tour of Worcester.  The city centre should have been on our 
right but it had been misplaced and ended up on the left.  Knowing this was 
wrong, I ignored all the signs resulting in a scenic detour. 
 
First stop on arrival was for tea and coffee and a look around the car park 
where there was a selection of interesting bikes, including several BSAs.  
We then went to view the show and scour the autojumble.  Having been at 
the same show last year, I thought the show seemed a little bigger this year the 
show-bikes and trade-stands in a large heated shed which was well laid out and 
not too busy.  More autojumble stalls outdoors and yet more in a series of 
large sheds provided hours of entertainment rooting through boxes of 
rusty bits and pieces.  A good show and worth a visit.  Our collective haul included 
a bit of BMW for Colin, gasket paper for Derek & a roll of rubber for Myles, sundry 
cable bits, rusty  footpegs, a mudguard and my star purchase ï a brass bodied 
footpump, the Kismet Scooter-Flator. 
 
The ride home was still cold and foggy but more direct and culminated in a swift one at the All Nations in Madeley, 
complete with log fire and outdoor heater.  As Derek said, it was the perfect way to round off an enjoyable day. 
 

Jon  

 
 
 
No, not a box of bits at the autojumble.  This is Jonôs B40 engine, 
hoping in vain that he buys it some pressies at Malvern......it was 
sadly disappointed ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Derek and Jon both wanted to be first at the bar in the All Nations........ 
 
 

 



POETRY CORNER!! 
Written by my dear old Dad, R J Clarke, for his work colleague who was looking forward to owning his first scooter on 
his 19

th
 birthday. 7

th
 July 1965 

 
Now Dougie had a scooter 
He thought it lots of fun 
He used to ride it far and wide 
óTil the day that he got done 
 
He had a crazy notion 
That British police were great. 
One day his scooter would not start 
So Dougie fetched his mate. 
 
He kicked down on the starter 
The darn thing would not start 
His mate said ñLetôs try bumpingò, 
And pushed with all his heart. 
 
He jumped on to the saddle, 
The clutch he then did drop; 
The motor started firing 
And then he saw the cop.... 
 
He said ñI didnôt mean itò 
For he was in great fear, 
ñMy insurance, it will cover me, 
But I have not got it hereò. 
 
The copper, he got nasty. 
He said ñThatôs what you think, 
Youôve gone and broke the law 
And youôll wind up in the clinkò. 
 

 
Then he turned to Dougie. 
He said ñYouôre just as bad; 
I hope you get disqualified, 
You naughty little ladò. 
 
Poor Dougie was so worried 
He got down on his knees. 
He said ñIôm very sorry, 
Oh, wonôt you spare me please?ò 
 
ñIôve only had the bike a month 
And didnôt know the rulesò. 
The copper said ñThatôs your hard luck, 
You shouldnôt be such foolsò. 
 
When Doug and Bill appeared in court 
The Beak looked very dour. 
He said ñI find you guilty 
And Iôll send you to the óMoorò. 
 
Now Doug and Bill are busy. 
Theyôre working hard all day. 
For five years theyôll be toiling 
Before they get away. 
 
The moral of this story 
Is plain for all to see ï  
That Motorists are criminals 
Whoever they might be.

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
1960 BSA Scooter 250cc (photo from Andy Tiernanôs website) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
From the BSA W.D. M20 website 



 

BSA Milestones 
1855 John Dent Goodman elected as Chairman of Birmingham Small Arms Association. 

1861 Birmingham Small Arms company formed to manufacture guns & machinery.  J D 

Goodman elected as chairman. 

1863 Small Heath factory commences weapon manufacture as power engines are started. 

 
Small Heath 

1873 Birmingham Small Arms and Metal Company Limited formed to deal with massive 

order placed by Prussian Army. 

1880 Mr Otto demonstrates his dicycle to BSA directors by riding it up and down the 

boardroom table.  First three Otto machines delivered on 5
th
 August.  

 (See last monthôs newsletter for an illustration of the Dicycle). 

Company adopt their famous ñPiled Armsò trademark. 

1897 Company title reverts back to Birmingham Small Arms Limited. 

1905 First powered motor-bicycle produced using a Minerva engine.  

Eadie Manufacturing Company of Redditch acquired. 

1910 First all-BSA 3 ½ hp single-speed motor-bicycle unveiled at The Olympia Show, 
London.  It is clear that BSAs policy is to achieve superb quality in their motorcycles.  

The company chairman, Sir Hallewell Rogers,  confirmed this saying ñOur policy in 

connection with the motor bicycle is the same as with our other manufactures, namely 

to produce only the best and spare no expense in embodying improvements and 

perfecting the machinesò. 

Daimler Motor Company of Coventry acquired. 

1913 Kenneth Holden, chief tester, wins first race on standard 3 ½ hp model at Brooklands, 

averaging 60.75mph and surprising Frank Butler (Rudge) in 2
nd

 place and Harry 

Collier (Matchless) in 3
rd
 place. 

Encouraged by Ken Holdenôs achievement, 7 BSAs are entered in the Isle of Man TT 

races but only one rider, Irishman R Carey, survives the two-stage event, finishing in 

17
th
 place with a speed of 41.89mph.  The race was won by H O Wood who, on his 

Scott, averaged 48.27mph. 

1914 Six out of eight BSA entrants finish the TT races. 

In Ireland, BSA team comprising W J Woods, C Jones & Jackie Chambers win the 

team prize in the 500 mile End-to-End trial. 

One of the last events to be staged before the war is the MCC three day event in the 

Peak District of Derbyshire & the Solo Cup is won by G P Howe on a 557cc BSA. 

Model H, all chain driven, 557cc, 41hp, introduced.  First sidecars built. 



Great War marks return to mass production of munitions. 

1915 Work commences on four-storey óNewô building for Lewis Gun manufacture.  

Expansion to five factories. 

1919 BSA Cycles Ltd formed. 

Model E 770cc SV V-twin announced. 

1920 Harry Perrey, fresh from army service, is appointed to establish an autonomous 

competitions department in order to create an image of reliable durability. 

1921 Tourist Trophy races end in total disaster.  Six specially built machines all fail to 

finish.  This put the BSA directors off racing and a decision was made to concentrate 

on trials, six day events and ACU-observed tests. 

Commander Godfrey Herbert DSO appointed Managing Director of BSA Cycles Ltd.  

1922 Model G 986cc SV V-twin announced. 

1923 Model range expanded with introduction of 350cc Model L and 500cc model S 

óSportsô. 

1924 First production year for highly popular Model B óRound Tankô. 

 
Colinôs ñRound Tankò 

 

First OHV Model L produced. 

Harry Perrey, together with George McLean, George Savage & Harold Briggs, 

successfully reach the summit of Mount Snowdon.  Perrey on and OHV 350 model 

completes the climb in 24 minutes 6 seconds, while Harold Briggs takes 58 minutes 

following a different route. 

1926 Harry Perrey leaves BSA.  Phil Cranmore takes over his 350 trials outfit and promptly 

wins the Colmore Cup Trial. 

A E Perrigo, formerly of Connaught, joins the competitions department. 

Model S 500cc OHV Sloper announced. 

John Castley and Bertram Cathrick set out on an eighteen-month World Tour riding 

Model G combinations. 

1928 Redditch Eadie works closed and all motorcycles production transferred to Small 

Heath. 

1929 Bert Perrigo wins inaugural British Experts Trial. 



 
BSA team for 1929 Scottish Six Days.  Left to Right ï Peter Chamberlain, Bert Perrigo and John 

Humphries.  Peter and Bert won silver medals and John a gold medal. 

 

First BSA three-wheeler powered by air-cooled V-twin produced. 

1930 Phil Cranmore wins the sidecar premier in the Scottish Six Days Trial. 
 
Information taken from the BSA W.D. M20 website and the book  BSA Competition History by Norman Vanhouse. 
 
More ñMilestonesò next month..... 
 
 
 

Recommended books and websites  
 
Books: 
BSA Competition History by Norman Vanhouse .   No other British motorcycle manufacturer 

produced a greater variety of models and achieved the same degree of success for so long.  

The author...leads the reader to the inevitable conclusion that collectively in trials, 

scrambles, motocross and road racing, BSA was one of the most successful in world 

motorcycle sport .  ISBN 0 - 85429 - 479 - 1.  Mine cost £35 from Amazon (it was the cheapest one  

there but is in excellent condition)  

 

Whatever Happened to the British Motorcycle Industry by Bert Hopwood.   I havenõt read this 

yet but flicking through it, it looks very good reading with lots of interesting photographs.  

ISBN 978 - 1-85960 - 427 -4. RRP £12 .99  

 

How it Works ð The Motorcycle ð a Ladybird Book.   Back to Basics!! Well illustrated with lots 

of BSAs, including a Bantam, a Starfire, a C15 and an A10!  Look for it on the book stalls at 

the autojumble.  

 

 
 
 
 



Websites: 
 

www.bsaoc - northstaffs.co.uk  ð OUR very own website!  Send me any photos of you and your 

bike(s) and anything you think should be included in the òAlbumsó page, which I am still 

working on.   Recommended suppliers, links and events woul d also be welcome.  

 

http://home.quicknet.nl/qn/prive/ahum  This is a dutch site, The W.D. M20 website.  Very 

interesting and informative website that I have used as a source for parts of this newslette r 

(where credited).  

 

 

EVENTS 
 

Thursday 15 November  ð branch meeting with a talk from the Air Ambulance.  

 

Sunday 9 December  ð 13
th

 Staffs Autojumble, Uttoxeter Racecourse, John Brown & Son 01422 

344600, mobile 07748 943397.  

 

Sunday 9 December  ð Autojumble a t MFN, Xmas Special, Shipley Gate, Eastwood, Notts, 07809 

773288 or www.mfn - club.co.uk  

 

Sunday 16 December  ð Normous Newark autojumble.  Penny farthing Fairs. Tel/fax: 01773 

819154  

 

Saturday 19
th

 January 2008  at 11 .00am ð trip to Norton Motors Ltd, Rugeley. Learn about 

and admire the Norton Rotary engine (& measure up to see if I can fit one in a Starfire 

frame.....) Please let me know if you are likely to come as I would like to let them know 

beforehand how many of  us there will be.   If there are lots and lots of you interested I may 

have to reschedule the visit as they are a little short staffed on the day.  

 

5
th

- 6
th

 July 2008  ð Uttoxeter Classic Motorcycle Show and Autojumble at Uttoxeter Racecourse.  

Tel/fax: 087 0 0138562  

 

April 2008 ð Stafford Show.   The theme of our stand will be 1958 bikes.  Please send pictures 

and details of your eligible bikes to Colin (or me and I will forward them to Colin) as soon 

as possible . 

 

 
 

Unrestored 1958 BSA B31 
(picture from www.vintagebike.co.uk) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bsaoc-northstaffs.co.uk/
http://home.quicknet.nl/qn/prive/ahum
http://www.mfn-club.co.uk/


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


